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Greening Your Office 
Creating a healthy, productive, 

and efficient workspace for employees

plus
city to watch: braddock, pa,

transforming a city hit 
hard by economic conditions

fall 2009
consumer perception study

Sustainability remains priority to 
purchasers; businesses have 

opportunity to increase brand value

green franchising 
Redefining the traditional general store
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acquilano leslie incorporated

by jennifer kirkland

Interior architecture firm creates LEED-certified 
office spaces for high-profile clients 

denver is home to some of the most 
progressive green companies in the 
nation, so leading the way in terms of 
sustainability there is no small feat—it’s 
big-fish-in-a-big-pond status. “Ninety-
five percent of our staff is LEED ac-
credited. I don’t think there’s any other 
architectural firm in Denver that can 
make that statement,” says Owen Leslie, 
president of Acquilano Leslie, Inc. “It’s a 
significant competitive advantage.” 

Leslie and his wife and partner, Donna 
Acquilano, joined forces more than 
two decades ago with the shared goal 

of providing progressive interior archi-
tectural design. Prior to forming the 
firm, Leslie spent seven years working 
for a large Canadian commercial real 
estate developer and two years work-
ing for an international architectural 
firm; Acquilano’s career began in 1986 
in commercial interior architecture 
with a national firm. The two founders 
were subsequently joined by principals 
Scott Rigsby and Ralph Hellman, who 
had worked together previously at an 
international architectural firm. “As a 
small- to middle-sized architectural firm 
that is competing against the largest 

firms, we are fortunate to be doing a lot 
of the exciting work that is going on in 
this town,” explains Leslie. “We’re doing 
it as a smaller firm, but with large-firm 
experience.” The national-firm experi-
ence of the principals group gives the 
firm the advantage of offering a very 
high level of expertise on a more per-
sonalized level. 

One of the ways this level of service is 
achieved is through proficiency with 
BIM/3D CAD modeling. “We are 
deeply committed to BIM technology. 
Everyone in the company is trained in 

at a glance 

location:
denver, co

areas of specialty:
interior architec-
tural design

average annual 
sales:
$2.5 million+ 

employees:
14

The executive briefing center, in Times Square, New 
York City, was designed to evolve with Sprint’s ever-

changing technology and services. Sprint has tested a 
variety of its locations with hydrogen fuel cells, solar-

powered back-up power, and a wind turbine.
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this software,” says Leslie. “While some 
larger firms have the technology, they 
may charge higher fees for use of that 
technology, or they give that work to 
a subset of their larger group that has 
the training. In our case, everyone is 
trained, and all our work is done three-
dimensionally.”

Acquilano Leslie has achieved success 
doing ground-up architectural work and 
a fair amount of mountain ski resort 
projects, but commercial interior archi-
tecture has always been the heart and 
soul of the business. One of the projects 
the firm recently finished was for GH 
Phipps Construction, one of Denver’s 
largest, most successful construction 
companies. “It was a commercial interi-
ors project in a non-LEED pre-certified 
building, so we were dealing with some 
challenges in meeting a few of the pre-
requisite requirements for LEED cer-
tification,” says Leslie. Still, the project 
achieved LEED-CI Silver certification.
	
A project currently under design by Ac-
quilano Leslie, which has the potential 
to achieve Gold certification or higher, 
is the Frederick Ross Co. & Westfield 
Development offices. These companies 
will occupy space in Westfield’s new, 
LEED Platinum high-rise in the heart of 
downtown Denver. “There is a definite 
awareness and interest in the corporate 
world in evaluating sustainable design 
opportunities,” Leslie notes. “We’re 
excited that these clients are commit-
ting to do that, and we’re making it a 
big part of our design dialogue with 
them.” Another current project is with 
the national law firm Polsinelli Shughart, 
PC; the firm is based in Kansas City 
but has a major presence in Denver. 

“They’re going into a LEED pre-certified 
building,” Leslie explains. “They’re com-
mitted to environmental stewardship, 
so they want to achieve LEED certifica-
tion. And the selection of a pre-certified 
building makes certification of the ten-
ant improvements more affordable.”

Looking ahead, Acquilano is seeking 
steady, measured growth. Leslie says, 

“To some extent, we have avoided the 
temptation to become a really large 
architectural firm. As the principals, we 
commit ourselves to being engaged in 

the project all the way. We like doing 
the design work ourselves, rather than 
just managing.”

The company will also continue its com-
mitment to green ethics. With major 
players such as Sprint, Lucent Technolo-
gies, Time Warner, and CH2MHill as 
clients, Acquilano Leslie will increase 
the awareness of sustainable building 
practices. “Our vision is to stay focused 
on our special areas of expertise,” says 
Leslie. “Certainly, we see sustainability 
as a big part of the future of this busi-
ness, which is why we’ve made such a 
commitment to LEED accreditation on 
our staff. We are constantly promoting 
environmental stewardship to our cli-
ents, and even if they don’t go for cer-
tification, they can still make decisions 
that have a positive impact on the envi-
ronment. We are trying to overcome the 
myth that LEED certification is unaf-
fordable. It’s very affordable.”  gbq

from the ground upaquilano leslie incorporated

Owen Leslie, president.

Top: GH Phipps, one of Denver’s largest, most successful construction 
companies, relocated to this current location where Acquilano Leslie 
assisted in improving efficiency and accommodating for growth at this 
new office. The LEED-CI Silver certification process for this location was 
led by Acquilano Leslie.

Bottom: GH Phipps’ new office allowed for the company to successfully 
rebrand itself with a commitment to sustainable projects.

workplaces
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1600 Stout Street Sui te 200       Denver,  Colorado        80202       303.893.5355 a c q u i l a n o . c o m

We Special ize
Inter ior   archi tecture  for   businesses and government 

ent i t ies s ince 1986

A Phi losophy of  Resourceful  Design
We focus on high- impact,  h igh-funct ion spaces

“Great design does not have to cost  a for tune.”

Our Ful l  Range of  ServicesOur Ful l  Range of  Services  
Inter ior  archi tectural  design, space planning, f in ish 
and furni ture select ion LEED consul t ing and sustain-
able design, construct ion drawings, project  and

construct ion administrat ion working local ly,   
regional ly,  and nat ional ly

Commitment To Sustainable Design
We are LEED experts -  95% of our staf f  are LEED 

accredi ted professionals

LEED strategies that  achieve the highest possible
rat ing at  the lowest possible cost

 
Our Goal

Designs  that   enhance  product iv i ty  and  morale  and Designs  that   enhance  product iv i ty  and  morale  and 
reduce real  estate costs

We wi l l  make a posi t ive impact on your business!

Douglass  Colony Group
LEED CI Silver


